IMUSEES DE LA VILLE DE STRASBOURG| Strasbourg, 30th July 2025

With the Strasbourg Zoological Museum now due to reopen, the Fine Arts Museum is
inviting wildlife photographer Vincent Munier to urge visitors to escape the humdrum,
to take time off, to look at art as we look at nature.

In the exhibition, Vincent Munier's photographs can be seen side by side with works from
collections in Strasbourg's Fine Arts, Prints and Drawings, Modern and Contemporary Art,
Tomi Ungerer and Zoological Museums spanning the 16th to the 20th centuries.

The exhibits and photographs showing animals in their natural environment thus interact and
resonate with each other, giving visitors a contemplative moment in which time seems to stand
still.

With his technique and his vision, Vincent Munier sensitively captures the fleeting nature and
power of the encounter with a wild animal. Along with the photograph representing it, the
animal photographed in all its splendour acquires the status of a work of art.

In an attempt to recharge our batteries, we increasingly express the need to reconnect with
the living. The same is true of works of art, a museum being in its own way a kind of refuge.
Here we propose to invite Nature into the Museum. Just like the living, art deserves to be
observed, contemplated and protected — today perhaps even more than ever before. In order
to "know how to protect” we need to "know how to look." Doesn't a visit to a museum ultimately
have affinities with a walk in the forest? Isn't the museum in its own way a kind of reserve, a
refuge?

The exhibition displays 81 of Vincent Munier's photographs focusing on the theme of the forest
(including 15 “cyanotypes” produced in partnership with the photographer Julien Félix and Léo-
Pol Jacquot). It also presents a collection of photographs of animals seen at a distance against
a white background, a shade favoured by the photographer.

The scenography, designed by by Atelier-Aile, provides a sensory accompaniment to the
exhibition visit.

"l want to experience Nature in its most compelling forms.

Faced with its greatness, man rediscovers his frailty.

Encountering these scenes, he needs to show deep and sincere humility.
A humility that urges him to observe, to feel, to be moved ...

Forget the desire to conquer, to master, or to make profit!

Seek only wonder!"

(Vincent Munier, Arctic. Expedition Journal)

Curators: Céline Marcle and Dominique Jacquot, curators, Fine Arts Museum

Musée des Beaux-Arts, Palais Rohan, 2 Place du Chateau, Strasbourg

Price: €7,50 (reduced: €3,50)

Open Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 6pm, weekdays from 10am to 1pm and 2pm to 6pm —
closed on Tuesday

Julie Barth — julie.barth@strasbourg.eu
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